








as a youngster. She remembers
her father giving her a mountain of books
to read during her childhood. Until

My dad was strict,
but also a lot of fun. She helped me with
material things that my dad didn't neces-
sarily see as important.”

Robinson believes that her extended
family and the black community also want-
ed her to succeed. Now she looks upon her
success as a chance to inspire others-par-
ticularly her three brothers and two sSs
ters-to graduate from college as well.

Robinson wants to use her success and
education to help others, she says, because
she believes she needs her clients just as
much as they need her.

"My friends and my family members
are just like them, and I'm just like them. |
simply possess tools that they don't have,”
Robinson explains. "1 need them because it
keeps me humble; it keeps me grounded. It
makes me happy for them to respect me
because I'm an attorney and [for] what |
can do for them, but [dso] to respect me
even more because | can relate to them and
don't judge them."

At the same time, Robinson under-
stands that investing so personally in her
clients can take an emotional toll, particu-
larly because the stakes in criminal defense
work are so high. What Robinson believes
will sustain her, however, is her desire to
give clients hope-to be that person,ilike
her father and others have been to her, who
encourages and believes in the client's
potential. In that sense, despite the chal-
lenges that lie ahead, particularly those
frustrations she already perceives with how
the criminal justice system functions, she
says being a public defender for PDS is very
much her dream job.

"l just believe that individual people
make differences in individuals lives"
Robinson observes. "I know that my dad's
belief that | could go anywhere in this
world makes me believe it. | know the fact
that Professor Beckman pushes me so far
makes me fed like | can and | could work
at PDS. | fed like [because] | care about my
clients, they'll become better citizens-not
dl hundreds of them, but one or two. That
sounds very cliche and romanticized, but
it's true, because I'm a recipient of it."
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avenge Hamlet's father's death. It may aso
be why, as an exception to the hearsay rule,
courts admit into evidence dying declara-
tions. Thelogic is theologic: No one would
die with a lie on hig’her lips, as it would
forfeit salvation of the soul.

This religious understanding of the
meaning and importance of fina utterances
is the apparent source of the last words rit-
ua in the execution protocol, dating to
when executions were public events.
Intended as a communal lesson, executions
attracted large audiences and the con-
demned's last words served as the climax of
the execution drama. Especially important
in theocratic times, executions had an obvi-

ritual even now suggests that religiously
inspired views of the connection between
last words and personal salvation contin-
ue to have cultural resonance. In 1998,
when the state of Ohio proposed a new
execution protocol that eliminated the
last words opportunity, death row
inmates sued to obtain it and were suc-
cessful in doing so. One interpretation of
the outcome of this lawsuit is that while

the state has the authority t9.73820e(B4BZB TV



