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Three faculty receive endowed 

assistant professorships

November 2021
Vol. 44

Three junior faculty members’ achievements have been 
recognized by the Morrissey College of Arts and Sciences 
and donors supporting Boston College academics. 

Danial Lashkari, who joined 
the faculty in 2018, has been 
named the White Family Ses-
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Six PhDs Awarded in May

The 144th Commencement Exercises of Boston 
College were held on Monday, the 24th of May 
2021 on the Chestnut Hill Campus.  Three PhDs in 
Economics were conferred in this ceremony. Marco 
Brianti, “Essays in Macroeconomics” (advised by 
Ryan Chahrour), Kenzo Imamura, “Essays in Mar-
ket Design” (Utku Ünver, M. Bumin Yenmez), and 
Alexander Poulsen, “Essays in Development and 
Labor Economics in Brazil” (Arthur Lewbel).

In addition, three candidates who completed all re-
quirements for the PhD since the 2020 commence-
ment were awarded the degree: Bogdan Genchev, 
“Essays in Industrial Organization and Health 
Economics” (Julie Mortimer), Dimitar Simeonov, 
“Essays in Contest Theory” (Hideo Konishi), and Bo 
Wang, “Three Essays in Time Series Econometrics” 
(Zhijie Xiao).

Seventeen Master of Arts degrees were conferred on 
Alberto Cappello, Yunus Coskun, Sravan Ramaswa-
my, Suhail Amiri, Anshuman Bhakri, Yuanchen Cai, 
Fangxu Duan, Rodrigo Nestor Gonzalez Valdenegro, 
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Faculty News NotesBC
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Jim Anderson’s paper “Pound for Pound Export Diversifica-
tion,” with Yoto V. Yotov (PhD’07), appeared as NBER WP 
28277 and was presented at an NBER conference last Decem-
ber. “Latent Exports: Almost Ideal Gravity and Zeros,” with 
Penglong Zhang (PhD’18), was published as NBER WP 28278. 
“Exchange Rates as Trade Frictions: Estimates and Policy Im-
plications,” with Praveen Saini (PhD cand.), was presented 
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tion in the Journal of Law and Economics. His article “Market 
Structure and Competition in Airline Markets”, with Federico 
Ciliberto and Elie Tamer, was published in the Journal of Po-
litical Economy, 2021, 129:11. Charlie is spending the spring 
term visiting MIT, teaching courses in industrial organization 
at the undergraduate and PhD level. He gave invited seminars 
this year at Cornell, Michigan, MIT, Princeton, Stanford, and 
Washington University.

Theodore Papageorgiou’s paper “Occupational Matching and 
Cities” is forthcoming in American Economic Journal: Macro-
economics. Theo gave presentations at the University of Cali-
fornia at San Diego, the Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Economic Dynamics, the University of Colorado-Boulder, the 
University of Athens, IIM Bangalore, the Richmond Federal 
Reserve Bank, the Annual Meeting of the Southern Economic 
Association and the Annual Meeting of the Western Econom-
ic Association International. Theo was also a Program Area 
Coordinator at the North American Summer Meeting of the 
Econometric Society. 

Joe Quinn continues to teach his undergraduate Microeco-
nomic Public Policy Issues course, along with an undergradu-
ate elective, Public Policy in an Aging Society (on the econom-
ics of aging) and a First Year Seminar on social insurance, Am 
I My Brothers’ (or Sisters’) Keeper? He continues to work with 
Kevin Cahill (PhD’00) and Michael Giandria (PhD’02) on re-
tirement trends and patterns: when and how older Americans 
leave their career jobs and the labor force. He completed a six-
year term on the Board of Trustees of Amherst College, which 
finally eliminated a thumb on the scale for legacy applicants 
(like him!).

Matt Rutledge recently completed a Center for Retirement 
Research (CRR) working paper with Laura Quinby and Gal 
Wettstein which found that many older workers left employ-
ment during the pandemic recession, but fewer than expected 
claimed Social Security benefits. He also wrote two CRR issue 
briefs on his recent research, which drew coverage from Bar-
ron’s, Forbes, and CNBC, and presented another paper at a 
virtual conference at Fordham University. He is working with 
three Undergraduate Research Fellows on separate projects. 
He is also, for the first time, teaching a First-Year Topic Semi-
nar on the Gig Economy and its effect on job opportunities. 
Matt recently appeared in two live interviews about Social Se-
curity on the Yahoo! Finance livestream channel.

Geoffrey Sanzenbacher published articles in the North Ameri-
can Actuarial Journal and the Journal of Pension Economics and 
Finance, and an Op-Ed on Social Security published in The Hill.

Uzi Segal has two forthcoming articles: “Intransitivity in the 
small and in the large,” with S. Bikhchandani, Journal of Risk & 
Uncertainty, and “Allocation mechanisms without reduction,” 
with D. Dillenberger, American Economic Review: Insights.

Tayfun Sönmez and Bumin Yenmez have an article, “Affir-
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Challenge held at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. Despite 
a strong performance, the team did not advance to the finals.

This past year, Giffuni Family Internship and Summer Study 
Abroad Program offered awards to four economics honors 
students who were identified by the Financial Aid Office as 
having significant financial need. We are pleased that all four 
of the students accepted. These students worked at intern-
ships this summer. John Dempsey (’22) interned at the Brain 
Trauma Lab Summer Internship Program at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. Isabelle Franz (’23) volunteered at the ABC 
International School in Tokyo, working with young pre-school 
and elementary-school children. Riley Smith (’23) interned at 
the Family Practice and Counseling Network in Philadelphia. 
Lawrence Zhang (’23) spent the summer interning with Atlantic 
Global Risk in New York City.

12 Outstanding Undergrads Receive 
Robert Cheney, S.J. Scholarships

Professor Robert Cheney, S.J., was a member of this depart-
ment for many years, teaching a very popular elective on the 
History of Economic Thought. His office door was always 
open to his current and former students. As the 1990 edition 
of BC•EC noted, Father Bob passed away unexpectedly in Au-
gust, 1998. 

Thanks to the continued generous financial support from the 
many friends of the late Professor Robert Cheney, S.J., we were 
able to make twelve Cheney Scholarship awards this year. The 
awards were given to senior Economics majors with strong 
academic records. You can see from the descriptions of the 
winners (below) that this is a very active, adventurous, and tal-
ented group of awardees.

Natalie Almonacid is a double major in Economics and Inter-
national Studies. She is a Dean’s scholar and a member of Al-
pha Sigma Nu Honors Society. On campus, Natalie is currently 
Vice President of the First Generation Club, aimed at helping 
first-generation students navigate college life. She is also in-
volved with the Arrupe International Immersion Program and 
is a tutor at the Connors Family Learning Center. During this 
past summer, as a McNair Scholar, Natalie conducted research 
examining the impact government COVID-19 policies had on 
economic growth. Natalie hopes to attend graduate school, 
concentrating on the intersection of sustainable development 
and economic growth.

Sang Chung is an economics major. Sang is active in multiple 
Asian-American organizations on campus. In his free time, he 
likes to exercise and help others achieve their fitness goals as 
a certified ACE personal trainer. This summer, he spent most 
of his time helping his parents’ small business survive the 
pandemic while volunteering at GDKS, a Korean organization 
aimed at teaching young Korean-Americans the importance of 
language and culture. He plans to dedicate his life to greater 
Asian-American representation and equality after graduating 

PhD students garner awards

The Center for Teaching Excellence announced the 2021 Don-
ald J. White Teaching Excellence Awards, and some of our 
best graduate student instructors were recognized.  This year’s 
recipients of the Teaching Fellow awards are Jean-François 
Gauthier, Priyanka Sarda, and Vera Sharunova. The Teaching 
Assistant awards went to Cristian Figeroua, Haydar Evren, Di-
vya Bhagia and Ilaria D’Angelis.  

These recipients are our very best teachers of the past year, 
but they also fly the flag of all our graduate student instruc-
tors.  Week in and week out, our entire group of graduate 
student teachers does yeoman work to advance the education 
of our undergraduates while balancing their own learning 
and research responsibilities.  In this extraordinary year, our 
graduate students have risen above the disruptions and crises 
in their own lives to provide continuity and instruction to our 
undergraduates.  In honoring our awardees, we salute you all.

Kritika Goel and Luigi Pollio are the recipients of the presti-
gious one-semester dissertation fellowships awarded by the 
Graduate School for Academic Year 2021-2022. Esther Lee 
was awarded a Summer Dissertation Fellowship. Cristian 
Figueroa, Manshu Khanna and Ryan Westphal were awarded 
Summer Dissertation Fellowships from the H. Michael Mann 
Fund. 

H. Michael Mann was a prominent member of our depart-
ment for many years. We have celebrated his memory by estab-
lishing the H. Michael Mann Fund for the support of doctoral 
studies. This fund not only supports the summer fellowships, 
but assists Ph.D. students with funding for the purchase of 
research datasets, conference travel and registration, and other 
items needed for their dissertation research.

Support the H. Michael Mann Fund

You can now make a contribution to the H. Michael Mann 
Fund online. Just go to the department homepage, bc.edu/
economics, and under the “About” tab, select “Giving to Eco-
nomics.” The link on that page will direct your tax-deductible 
contrbution to the Mann Fund, enabling us to continue sup-
porting many deserving economics stusdents. Thank you for 
your support! 

Papageorgiou receives NBER/DOT Grant

Felter Family Asst. Prof. Theodore Papageorgiou and col-
laborators received a grant from the NBER/US DOT “Trans-
portation Economics in the 21st Century” program for their 
submission “Port Competition and World Trade.” From their 
description, the proposed research aims to address a number 
of questions related to these recent phenomena. Do ports have 
market power? And if so, what is the resulting impact on world 
trade and societal welfare? How does market power affect in-
vestment in infrastructure and thus port congestion and wait 
times? These will be addressed with a model of port competi-
tion, tested with a number of novel micro-datasets constructed 
by the research team, with the assistance of several MCAS Un-
dergraduate Research Fellows.

Continued,  p. 7
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from law school. He is also interested in pro bono work to rep-
resent marginalized individuals facing unjust legal proceed-
ings. 

John Dempsey is an Economics major with a minor in Chem-
istry and is on the pre-med track. He is a member of Omicron 
Delta Epsilon and the Alpha Sigma Nu Honors Society. He is 
also a Dean’s Scholar and Undergraduate Research Fellow for 
the Liu Research Group. On-campus, John serves as President 
of EagleShadow, a student-run program dedicated to provid-
ing Boston College students with easy-to-access and interactive 
immersions in medicine. He is also a Chair for the Student 
Conduct Board. He also serves as the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Waller Institute, a non-profit medical research organiza-
tion. In addition, he works as a student researcher at the Brain 
Trauma Lab at Massachusetts General Hospital. After college, 
John plans to work before attending medical school.

Weenter Eberhardt


